[Intraoperative stent implantation in congenital stenosis of pulmonary veins].
Congenital stenosis and/or hypoplasia of the pulmonary veins(s) is a rare cardiac malformation, whose treatment is difficult and not well defined, so conditioning an extremely poor prognosis. In fact, balloon angioplasty and surgery proved to be ineffective during a mid-term follow-up, thus not significantly modifying the natural history of this cardiovascular malformation. Although heart-lung transplantation is thought by someone to be the sole reliable treatment for congenital stenosis of the pulmonary vein(s), a recently available therapeutic option, the endovascular "stent" implantation during cardiac catheterization prompted to hope for a better outlook for these patients. However, this procedure is far from being an easy approach, due to technical problems that cause a high rate of failure and major complications. We report on two cases of pulmonary vein stenosis successfully treated by endoluminal "stent" implantation during open heart surgery, and suggest, and suggest that this safe and effective approach might be an alternative therapeutic option in the definitive or palliative treatment of this congenital cardiovascular malformation.